Meet our Special Interest Missionaries (SIMs) 2019-2022
Colombia—Katie Isaza
Willmar, South Dakota District
8303 W Higgins Rd
Chicago, IL 60631
Birthday: January 10
Anniversary: March 19
katie.isaza@covchurch.org
I am serving in Colombia in the areas of
leadership development, peace and reconciliation, and children’s and youth ministry. I have the honor of visiting and ministering to
the volunteers and leaders of the different Covenant ministries and schools that support at risk children. I serve them through workshops and training sessions on Christian formation for children, teaching English to children, and other specific areas as they are
requested. I continue to work with the children’s ministry leaders of the Covenant churches to help strengthen networks of collaboration, sharing of resources, and training of volunteers and leaders. My husband and I are also collaborating with the Association of
Colombian Covenant Youth as they move forward in projects aimed at creating a culture of peace and reconciliation among chil-

Sweden—Barbara Swanson
Alexandria, Wheaton, Braham
Rudbecksgaten 171
21C20 Malmö, Sweden
Birthday: March 3
Anniversary: November 6
barb.swanson@covchurch.org
As I write to you today, we (Steve and I) are into our sixth month of living in Sweden, och vi kan prata lite svenska nu! God has
opened amazing doors for us to live with a Swedish woman from the local church for the first three months while we waited for our
identity papers which then allowed us to start the process of looking for a place to live. We had been blessed in our Swedish language learning, through intensive month long classes and now we are participating in a government run program that allows us to
be in the classroom with many veiled women and men from Syria and Iraq.
We ask for your prayers on Thursdays, as it’s the day when the church opens its doors for Spracafe, our weekly Swedish conversation class. We are inviting several of the young men who attend on Thursdays to begin Al Massira (Arabic for “The Journey”), a 12
-week Alpha style course that takes people from Muslim backgrounds on a journey thru the Old Testament prophets and brings
them to Jesus and the early church. In addition, we start the Sharing Lives course on 26 th February and it will run every other Monday for 4 sessions. We are thankful. In April, we’ll help host the Covenant Serve Globally European missionary staff our annual
staff meeting here in Malmo. We’ll be about 18 people who gather for meetings and encouragement. Thanks for your faithful support and prayers. And by the way, thanks for sending the team that came to Sweden last summer 2017! Thanks NWCWM, for taking that huge step of faith and sending your team!

South Sudan – Nyaluak Gai Tang
Alexandria, Wheaton, Braham District
8303 W. Higgins Rd.
Chicago, IL 60631
Birthday: August 1
Anniversary: April 4
james.tang@covchurch.org
If you were to visit…
I would like you to come and experience the refugee life and see how they still have joy regardless of their long suffering. I would
also want you to see the Ethiopian culture.

Mexico—Erika Clauson
Lake Superior, Trimont District
Av. Trinidad de Huertas 319
Fracc, Trinidad de Huertas
Oaxaca, Oaxaca 68120 Mexico
Birthday: May 3
Anniversary: October 23
erika.clauson@covchurch.org
Caminando por Espirtu (Walking by the Spirit) was the theme of the 4 th Annual Women’s Retreat of the South District of the
Covenant Church of Mexico. The Holy Spirit’s guidance and presence was evident in each person, activity, and detail. God
touched out hearts in the smiles and hugs of our sisters, the service of our brothers and the delicious meals they prepared, the
beautiful creation all around us, the testimonies, the games and laughter, the talents shared, the worship and praise in one voice, the
preaching and teaching of the Word, the Lord’s Supper, in all things God spoke to us and encouraged us along the journey. One
great joy for me was witnessing the excellent and humble leadership of the women’s group that Patty Restrepo and I have been
discipling over the last four years. Their love was evident in all they did.

Cameroon - Janet Ziegelbauer
Lake Superior, Trimont District
c/o SIL
B.P. 1299, Yaounde
Republic of Cameroon, AFRICA
Birthday: November 3
Anniversary: June 18
ron-janet.ziegelbaur@covchurch.org

On our next home assignment…
We look forward to being with family, getting re-acquainted with our home and supporting churches, and researching and getting
supplies that will help Rain Forest be a better school.

France—Hannah Baker
North Woods, Lake Pepin District
3 Avenue de Prado
13006 Marseille, France
Birthday: December 20
Anniversary: May 27
jared-hannah.baker@covchurch.org
I have typically used the SIMS funds as part of an annual outreach event to exploited and trafficked people in Marseille. I continue
to work with the locally-based association, Ruban Blanc, that hosts these outreaches. In particular, I meet regularly with Nigerian
women who have been trafficked to France to be exploited in prostitution. I see my role as walking alongside them, encouraging
them, and providing access to spiritual and relational support as they struggle in their situations and as they potentially make the
decision to try to leave the streets. I am also involved in bridge-building efforts with Muslim communities in Marseille, particularly
among the Comorian population. This is done through friendships, English teaching and tutoring, and other forms of community
outreach.

Mexico—Sue Peterson
Twin Cities District
184 George St Apt Q
Excelsior, MN 55331
Birthday: September 27
Anniversary: December 28
karl-sue.peterson@covchurch.org
This year we are celebrating twenty-five years of serving with serve Globally – Covenant World Mission in Mexico. It has been
our privilege to live in three cities and serve alongside the Iglesa Evangelica Misionera, del Pacto (IEMP) in a variety of ministries
– preaching, teaching, relational evangelism, discipleship, training leaders, worship, youth and children. Karl is currently directing
the Revitalization ministry in Mexico as well as coaching several Spanish-speaking pastors in the U.S. Sue is currently enrolled at
North Park Theological Seminary in the Spiritual Direction Program and is excited to continue walking alongside women and
leaders helping them to discern where God is speaking into their lives. She has also participated in the Mending the Souls
Ministry of the MAEM – Ministering to the Abused and Exploited in Mexico. We plan to return to Mexico this summer and are
praying about all of the necessary details concerning their return for our life-dash-ministry.

Sweden - Bethany Abramson
Twin Cities District
8303 W. Higgins Rd.
Chicago, IL 60631
Birthday: May 30
Anniversary: August 12
bethany-erick.abramson@covchurch.org

If you visited us in our country…
We would invite you to our home for fika! Fika is a coffee break often including cinnamon buns, sandwiches, fruits, and veggies.
If you wanted to see something amazing, we’d take a day trip to Kullaberg on the North Sea.

France—Stephanie Ramos
Red River, Zumbro District
8303 W Higgins Rd
Chicago, IL 60631
Birthday: April 10
Anniversary: October 21
francisco-stephanie.ramos@covchurch.org
We work with La Fonderie, a ministry in Paris that exists to support and encourage Christian artists, both in their spiritual lives and
in practical ways. We recognize the important role these artists have as they live out their faith through creative gifts in the
postmodern culture of France.
As part of this work we also run a multi-functional art space in the center of Paris, available for all artists to apply to use. This has
allowed us to develop relationships with the larger art community of Paris and to be a Christian presence in this setting. We work
with a team of around 8 people, most of whom are national and international artists along with several missionaries from other
mission organizations. We are currently on a one-year Home Assignment and will return to France in July.

Middle East North Africa – Darlene Anderson
Red River, Zumbro District
8303 W. Higgins Rd.
Chicago, IL 60631
Birthday: July 13
Anniversary: August 11
menarc@eccmail.com

The Middle East North Africa (MENA) region is a predominately Arab Culture group of countries (apart from Israel) including
over 300 million people. This is the region where Jesus walked the earth and where the early church was born. In terms of what is
communicated through the news this is a desperate and often dark part of our world, but this is not an adequate picture. The image
of God is alive and well in the people of this region. They demonstrate hospitality in ways that we can't begin to imagine. So too,
the Spirit of God is alive and working in the region. There is an openness to the Gospel that many long-time workers have not previously seen. There is a movement of indigenous churches growing throughout the region and in places where one would not image
this to be the case. The ECC is seeking to join Kingdom work that is happening through focused ministry areas and local partners.

Japan—Pauline Carlson
Crow River, St. Cloud District
1200 Shobuzawa, Fiore
#120
Fujisawa-Shi Kanagawa-Ken

Japan 252-0823
Birthday: February 23
Anniversary: May 31
gary-pauline.carlson@covchurch.org
Gary and I returned to Japan at the end of September 2017 after our 8 th home assignment in the State. It was good to visit our supporting churches to share what God is doing in Japan, to reconnect with people in those churches as well as have time to visit with
family and friends. It was 40 years ago this coming summer that I first came to Japan as a one year short term
missionary. God used that year of short term missions to give me a clear call to return to Japan a as a long-term missionary. Gary
and I have served in Japan as long term missionaries now for 34 years as of this summer.
We have returned to being involved with the Shonan Community Church in the ministries of music, English class, teaching, prayer
ministries, preaching and outreach to our neighborhood. We continue to pray that more Japanese people will hear about the saving
grace of God through what Christ did on the cross and in His resurrection.

Three Ways to Support Your SIM:
•
•
•

Pray for her and her family
Have someone from your church mail or email her birthday & Christmas cards
Designate checks for birthday gifts and special project support with her name and mail to:
Conference WM Financial Secretary
3106 47th Ave S
Minneapolis, MN 55406
By December 1 of each year. DO NOT send funds directly to the WM office in Chicago. The active SIMs will
receive a financial gift based on the gifts you send to the conference
Global Ministries Leader: Bonnie Eng // dasseldame@yahoo.com

